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standards they rank below the Slovenes, but differences in environment
have caused wide variations within the group itself. One portion oc-
cupies the Dalmatian coast and engages in fishing and fruit raising. A
second portion consists of hardy, self-reliant mountaineers, some of
whom remain to scratch a scant living from the sterile soil, while others
have moved in tens of thousands to more fertile lands overseas. The
third and most numerous portion of this group occupies the hills and
plains in the northern portion of the country. They are the most capable
agriculturalists among the Yugoslavs, and their numerous small villages
display a degree of prosperity considerably above that of the nation
as a whole.

The Serbs number some 6,000,000, and are the most numerous of
the major groups. They are principally mountaineers, with all the
faults and virtues of such people. Living in crude settlements among
the mountain valleys or on the wooded slopes, the people are divided
into, family groups directed by powerful patriarchs. They are highly
individualistic and conservative, regarding bravery and hospitality as
the greatest virtues and cowardice as the greatest crime. Being ex-
tremely patriotic, they have assumed the dominant role in the govern-
ment of the new state, a fact bitterly resented by the more advanced
Croats and Slovenes. Upon their willingness to cooperate intelligently
with the other groups depejids the political future of Yugoslavia.

The South Slavs comprise some 83 per cent of the entire popula-
tion. The remainder is made 'up largely of Magyars, Germans, Ru-
manians and Bulgars. Unfortunately, these minorities tend to keep alive
international ill feeling, and to complicate the settlement of boundary
difficulties with neighboring states.

According to the census of 1931, the population of Yugoslavia was
13,900,000, giving the nation as a whole a density of 144 per square
mile. The greatest densities are to be found in the Morava Valley, in
the included portion of the Hungarian plain, and in the northwest. The
greater density of these areas is largely accounted for by the better
possibilities which they offer for agriculture, and by their more ad-
vantageous location. As approximately 80 per cent of the population
is engaged in agriculture, cities are relatively unimportant, and the
nation contains only three with a population of over 100,000.

GEOGRAPHICAL DIVISIONS

There are four distinct geographical regions in the country: (i)
the Adriatic coast lands, (2) the central highlands, (3) the north-
eastern lowlands, and (4) the Morava-Vardar depression.